
Magazine/Newsletter Award Winners

photograph across two pages, giving it enough space for 
maximum visual effect.

M9b

Best Illustration with Art Work or Photo

Associate/Individual Freelance Member

First Place
   Parable , Manchester, N.H., “Faces and Places of Our 
History” by Cameron Bennett 
   The illustration is beautifully drawn and provides mul-
tiple evocative snapshots of New Hampshire’s church his-
tory.
Second Place
   Catholic Missions in Canada , Toronto, Ontario, “Trust 
in God” by Mary Maruschak and Kyle Schruder
   The designer has skillfully integrated the main photo in 
the two-page spread to produce a balanced and striking 
layout.
Third Place
   Soul Magazine , Washington, N.J., “Winter 2009” by 
Megan R. Pritchard
   Interesting integration of an old photo with a new gra-

phic.

M10a
Best Original Poetry

First Place
   VISION Catholic Religious Vocation Discernment Guide, 
Chicago, Ill., “Just Take It” by Father Larry Janowski, 
O.F.M.
   The poem’s message of action and decision offers pro-
found insight into the human condition.  The conversa-
tional and direct tone lends the poem great power, appro-
priate to the subject matter and to Frost’s own voice.  The 
sonnet-like structure further supports the poem’s quiet, 
understated wisdom.
Second Place
   U.S. Catholic, Chicago, Ill., “Cancer Poem #5” by Terry 
Cahill
   This poem contains striking and moving imagery, bring-
ing the experience of living with cancer alive for readers.  
The movement from saying goodbye in the first part of the 
poem to saying hello at the end takes us from a sense of 
despair to hope in the face of a terrifying disease.  

Third Place
   St. Anthony Messenger, Cincinnati, Ohio, “Pieta” by 
Irene Zimmerman
   This poem creates powerful parallels between Mary’s 
love for her son at his birth and at his death.  The subtle 
rhymes add music throughout, and the final rhyming cou-
plet leaves the reader thinking long after about not only 
Christ’s life and death, but about the way we all live, die, 
and mourn.

M10b
Best Original Poetry
Associate/Individual Freelance Member

First Place
   Magnificat,  Yonkers, N.Y., “Rembrandt’s Return of the 
Prodigal Son” by Rita A. Simmonds
   This poem wins first place with it’s simple but powerful 
message and great imagery.
Second Place
   Magnificat , Yonkers, N.Y. “Night Prayer” by Rita A. 
Simmonds
   Good analogy and imagery with the tree’s limbs as 
hands, but not as strong as the first place finisher.

Award M11

Best Special Issue, Section or Supplement

First Place
   Comboni Missions, Cincinnati, Ohio, “Comboni Mis-
sionaries 70 th  Anniversary Special Issue” by the Comboni 
Missionary Family
   This special issue of Comboni Missions magazine is a 
paragon of modern publication design.  It respects the 
reader by weaving historical and contemporary illustra-
tions and a judicious amount of text to create a calm and 
inviting environment in which one can almost sense peace 
and calmness.  The editors of this magazine understand 
that heaviness of text is yesterday’s news and imagery is 
now the driving force of modern communications.

M12a 

Best Interview 

First Place
   Columbia Magazine , New Haven, Conn., “When Does 
Life Begin?” by Columbia Staff
   The staff asked Ms. Condic some tough questions and 
received very thoughtful answers in return. The interview 
questions were well-organized, straightforward, and infor-
mative and the overall writing was excellent.
Second Place
   St. Anthony Messenger, Cincinnati, Ohio, “Shadows and 
Light: The Faith Journey of Anne Rice” by Kristen West 
McGuire
   A really interesting and well-written interview with 
Anne Rice, the novelist of the wildly successful vampire 
movies of the 1990s returned to her Catholic faith and 
tells why she left it in the first place. Fascinating
Third Place
   St. Anthony Messenger, Cincinnati, Ohio, “The Singing 
Irish Priests: Unlikely Celebrities” by Peter Feuerherd, 
Mary Jo Dangel
   These priests are a popular and inspiring group, espe-
cially in their home country of Northern Ireland. The nar-
rative style of the interview does a good job of telling how 
they entertain and inspire their fans at home and abroad. 
Interesting.

M12b
Best Interview 
Associate/Individual Freelance Member

First Place
   St. Anthony Messenger, Cincinnati, Ohio, “Dave Bru-
beck: Making a Joyful Noise Unto the Lord” by Mark 

Lombard
   Charming story about a lively musician/composer who 
shares his Faith through his music, fascinating and inspir-
ing.
Second Place
   St. Anthony Messenger, Cincinnati, Ohio, “The Eucharis-
tic Faith of Actor Clarence Gilyard” by John Feister
   This story wins second place because it is completely 
engrossing and tells a great story with clear and concise 
writing. 
Third Place
   St. Anthony Messenger, Cincinnati, Ohio, “Chris Kramer, 
Acting on Faith” by Christopher Heffron
   A great profile on a Christian actor who maintains his 
Faith in Hollywood; good writing and a interesting details 
make this the third place winner.
 

M12c
Best Personality Profile

First Place
   FAITH, Lansing, Mich., “What Would You Wish For?” by 
Bob Horning
   The author pulls you into the story with a strong lead.  
By the end of the story, you feel like you know the 15-year-
old boy, his battle with cancer, and his dying wish to fight 
poverty in Africa and Southeast Asia.  The writing is strong 
and evokes emotion.  It’s a powerful story, told clearly and 
simply.
Second Place
   VISION Catholic Religious Vocation Discernment Guide, 
Chicago, Ill., “Teacher First, Sister Always” by Leslie Scan-
lon
   The author tells Sister Lee Ann McNally’s story through 
people she has helped.  She paints a picture of her subject 
with strong detail and anecdotes.  The writing is clear and 
concise.  She uses quotes to tell the story.
Third Place
   FAITH Grand Rapids, Grand Rapids, Mich., “To Kneel 
Before God and Country” by Molly Klimas
   The writer tells the story of a community making kneel-
ers for soldiers overseas.  The story’s strength is in its thor-
oughness.  The writer provides context as well as news and 
impact. 
Honorable Mention 
   Marion Helper, Stockbridge, Mass., “Never Forgotten: 
Luca, the Light” by Felix Carroll
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Award M11, Best Special Issue, Section or Supplement, First 
Place, Comboni Missions, Cincinnati, Ohio

Award M9b, Best Illustration with Art Work or Photo, As-
sociate/Individual Freelance Member, First Place, Parable, 
Manchester, N.H. 


