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GPS (God Persistently Seeking) is a day-long rally providing an opportunity for high 
school aged young people to come together and explore our Christian vocation — the 
call to holiness.  The day focuses on vocations to the religious life and priesthood and 
encourages young people to pray for openness to a religious vocation, for the open-
ness of others, and to pray regularly, asking: “God, what do you want me to do with 
my life?”  GPS is for all high school youth, regardless of whe ther or not one cur-
rently feels called to religious vocation. The rally provides an opportunity for young 
people to learn about religious vocations, and to gather with peers in prayer for dis-
cernment of what one’s calling might be. 
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�� ,�6*�,�6*� �� '' :2�*:2�* �� �� 9�6*�9�6*� �� /#�#*#��� /#�#*#� was born and raised in 
Meriden, CT. She entered the Franciscan Sisters of the Eucharist in 1993, and has 
been particularly dedicated to working with youth and young adults in coming to a 
deeper knowledge of the Catholic faith, and an understanding of the gift and meaning 
of the human person. Sister Clare has a B.S. in Corporate Communication, and Me-
dia, from Southern Connecticut State University; a Masters in Theological Studies 
from the John Paul II Institute for Studies on Marriage and Family, in Washington, 
D.C.; a Masters in Education Administration from the University of St. Thomas, in 
Houston, TX. Sister has been privileged to speak to thousands of youth through re-
treats and presentations in numerous dioceses throughout the country, with a particu-
lar focus on vocations, life issues, sexuality and promoting a culture of life. She has 
taught high school religion, served as the Director of Campus Ministry at the Univer-
sity of St. Thomas in Houston, TX, and currently serves the Arlington Diocese as the 
Director of Respect Life. 
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�� *�*� #� �#� � -+,�,'-+,�,' �� <#� 	<#� 	 �2��,�2��, ��born on August 8, 1947 in Chicago IL, 
was ordained for the Archdiocese of Chicago in May of 1973. He was awarded a Bache-
lor’s Degree in Literature from Niles College of Loyola University and a Master’s De-
gree, Cum Laude, from St. Mary of the Lake Seminary. Father Grassi completed further 
graduate work at Loyola University in Education and Guidance and Counseling. Prior to 
his ordination he was on the faculty of Carmel High School for Girls. Both before and 
after his ordination he was an associate chaplain of the Arthur J. Audy Detention Center 
for Youth. 
     As a priest, Fr. Grassi served as associate pastor at St. John DeLaSalle Parish. He 
served as pastor of St. Josaphat Parish on the Northside of Chicago for eighteen years 
where he made its motto “A Church To Come Home To” a reality for thousands of pa-
rishioners. After a six month sabbatical, he was appointed pastor of St. Gertrude Parish 
in Chicago’s Edgewater neighborhood where he serves today. For thirteen years he 
was on the faculty of Quigley South Seminary High School where he taught Religion, 
Speech, and Media Studies. Father Grassi also served as a guidance counselor and 

coached soccer. While there, he developed several academic and religious programs and retreat formats.  He pre-
sented a four year vocation development program to the National Catholic Education Association, served as chair-
person of the Religious Education Department and as Dean of Vocation Development. Father Grassi also taught 
courses in Ministry at St. Xavier University.  His work has been featured in many newspaper articles, and he has 
appeared on C-Span, PBS, and many television and radio stations nationwide. 
     Father Grassi has written monthly for True Quest, an on-line homily subscription service and for other homily 
services. He has written articles for many publications including Critic and U.S. Catholic magazines. In 1991 Father 
Grassi published, to much acclaim the book Do You Love Me?, which explores ministry in the Catholic Church. His 
book Bumping Into God:  35 Stories Of  Finding God In Unexpected Places, was published by Loyola Press in 
1999, and is a best seller.  A sequel,  Bumping Into God Again, was published in 2001. In 2003 Loyola Press pub-
lished Still Called By Name – Why I Love Being A Priest.  In 2005 Father Grassi co-authored with Joe Paprocki, 
Living The Mass:  How An Hour A Week Can Change Your Life.  Bumping Into God In The Kitchen was published 
in April 2007 and was featured in the cooking section of the Chicago Sun-Times. 
     In his spare time he enjoys reading, writing, and most of all, cooking.  
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At check-in, on the day of the rally, you will asked to choose  
two workshops to participate in during the afternoon session.  

Workshops will be offered in English and Spanish.  
Se ofrecerán talleres en español.��������

“What do you mean you want to be a priest?” “You wan t to be a nun? 
What now?” As parents you are the most prominent people in your child’s 
life.     Helping them to discern God’s call is a critical moment in your fam-
ily’s life. This hour long Parent Track, will offer the opportunity to hear a 
panel of parents who have young men and women in priestly and religious 
formation, ask questions, explore the steps in discernment and acquire ad-
ditional tools to invigorate your child’s vocational discernment. Please take 
the time and stop in for the Parent Track either in the morning, 9:00-10:00 
or during the afternoon session 3:00-4:00.  For more information contact 
Cami Beecroft at 616-243-8998. 

Each participant is asked to do the following while attending the GPS Rally: 
1. Pray for God’s guidance for self and others. 
2. Be receptive to the message of the day, listen attentively and respectfully. 
3. Represent God in your words and actions – all words and actions should 

build up others and not injure another physically, emotionally, or spiritually. 
4. Make sure that your actions during the activities do not distract others from 

hearing, seeing, or praying.  
5. Be safe; no horseplay or other potentially harmful actions. Leave pocket-

knives, lighters or other hazardous materials at home. 
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I hereby consent to participation by above named child in the GPS Vocations Rally scheduled for November 8, 2008.  I understand that the 
event will take place away from the parish grounds. I further consent to the conditions stated above regarding participation in this event, includ-
ing the method of transportation.  In consideration of my child being allowed to participate in this event, I agree to waive and release, and in-
demnify and hold harmless _______________________________________ Parish, the Diocese of Grand Rapids, any and all affiliated organi-
zations, its/their employees, agents, representatives, volunteers and drivers, from any and all claims I or my child may have, excluding claims 
for intentional misconduct or gross negligence arising from or relating to my child’s participation in this event.   
 
I certify that I am the _______ Parent, or ________ Legal Guardian of the minor child named above and I agree to the above terms for my child 
and myself. 
 
Parent/Guardian Signature ________________________________________________ Date _________________________ 
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