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The miracle of love

> “.. St. t. Paul is known for many things:
Paul instructs for his heated persecution of the

every student first Christians; for his famous
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e CEeE conversion experience, for his
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able to love among Gentiles all across the Mediterranean
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Spirit of the in the contemporary world.
Lord take
possession of Nothing he wrote is more inspiring than his teaching
our spirit” on love. First sent to the converts of Corinth in Greece,
Paul’s letter still arrives today fresh, direct and timely.

It illuminates the followers of Christ wherever we find
ourselves in the world. It is a favorite among young
brides and grooms and their guests as they solemnly
begin their married life in Christ.

It surely is “in Christ” that Paul received his
inspiration for what he wrote. When he describes the
nature of love, he is being more than philosophical.

He is being personal. Paul is bearing witness to what
he himself experienced in the love of Christ for him.
Because he was sought out and loved by the Risen
Christ, even as he cruelly and passionately persecuted
the followers of Jesus, Paul came to know first-hand
how patient and how kind love really is, if it comes from
the Spirit of the Risen Lord. Better yet, Paul learned
that such a love, so long-suffering, so understanding,
and so good-willed, was not measured out to himself
alone. This love was being poured out in endless
supply for any and all who would want such a “more
excellent way”

Then, as if experiencing such a love were not
miracle enough, St. Paul instructs every student of
Christ to dare to pursue being able to love one another
in the same way Christ loves us. How? By letting the
Spirit of the Lord take possession of our spirit. The
Spirit of Jesus will then shape and guide, purify and
expand our capacity and ability to love.

This kind of love outlasts emotions and fervor. It
outdistances the humdrum, as well as the heroic. It
overcomes disappointments and misunderstandings.
It's an unfailing sun shining through any of life’s
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