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Share in the Care of
retired religious

 Established by the United States 
Conference of Catholic Bishops (USCCB) 
in 1988, the Retirement Fund for Religious 
national appeal provides our diocese the 
opportunity to acknowledge the commitment 
of retired women and men religious and 
provide support for their present needs. 
These funds help religious institutes both 
to provide for the immediate needs of 
their elder members and to develop long-
range retirement strategies. Religious are 
exceedingly grateful for this assistance and 
are careful stewards of each dollar received. 

With an annual cost of care for religious of 
over $1 billion in 2008, the collection cannot 
eradicate the need; but it can help to alleviate 
it. The Retirement Fund is supported solely 
by donations, and 95 percent of contributions 
aid elder religious. 

The national 
appeal for the 
Retirement 
Fund for 
Religious will 
be conducted 
in Catholic 
parishes the 
weekend of 
December 
12-13. Your 
support of this important appeal is most 
appreciated.  For additional information, 
contact Sr. Sarah Doser, FSE in the diocesan 
administrative offi ces, 616.551.4741 or
sdoser@dioceseofgrandrapids.org.

Cancer support group

 St. Alphonsus Catholic cancer support group 
is a ministry of faith support through prayer and 
inspiration for adults who have cancer, are cancer 
survivors, or who are caregivers of a loved one 
with cancer. You do not have to be Catholic to 
attend. All are welcome. 

Meetings are held the second Tuesday 
of each month from 7:00-8:30 p.m. at the 
Carrier Crest Building, 205 Carrier St. NE, 
Grand Rapids, across from St. Alphonsus 
Church. The next meeting is Dec. 8 and 
the topic will be “Hope and despair through 
cancer”.

For more information, contact Brother Andy 
Patin, C.Ss.R., director of the ministry for 
the sick and aging at St. Alphonsus Church,  
616.913.4413.
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“ I invite everyone to thank  
 the Lord for the precious gift  
 of these brothers and sisters.”
 Pope Benedict XVI
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The overall Our Faith, Our Future planning process involves several 
rounds of consultations with pastors, priests, and parish leaders. The 
fi rst round involves listening and data collection. All parishes and 
schools in the deanery are visited by the consultant team. Interviews 
are conducted with pastors, principals and lay leaders. The parish/
school visits offer local leaders the opportunity to share their 
experience and vision for their communities.
The second round of consultation will involve a group from every 

parish, meeting at the deanery level. Participants include pastors 
and priests, Catholic school principals, key parish staff, and several 
parish lay leaders from each parish. In November, the deaneries 
of Grand Haven, Big Rapids and the Northwest Lakeshore each 
completed their second consultation session. The second session 
provided opportunities for participants to: 

•  Hear fi ndings from the listening sessions and data analysis.
•  Identify common challenges facing the parishes in their area.
•  Discuss pastoral priorities and the characteristics expected in 

vibrant parishes. 

Leaders in the three deaneries are scheduled to meet again in 
February and April when a draft plan will emerge and a process of 
review and refi nement will take place.
Our Faith, Our Future is an initiative looking to the future of the 

church in the diocese by building upon the strengths of the parishes 
and addressing fundamental issues that have a long-term impact on 
their vitality and vibrancy.  

What is a deanery? A deanery is a division within a diocese 
comprised of a group of parishes. Usually deaneries are formally 
named by a number or, as in our diocese, by a geographic 
designation. There are nine deaneries in the Grand Rapids 
Diocese.

Who is a dean? Dean is the title of a priest appointed by the 
bishop to aid him in administering the parishes in a particular 
area, called a “deanery.” The function of a dean involves 
promotion, coordination and supervision of the common pastoral 
activity within the deanery. 

he fi rst round of listening sessions for the 
Our Faith, Our Future three-year planning 
process began during September and 
October in the Grand Haven, Big Rapids 

and Northwest Lakeshore deaneries. These sessions 
included representatives from the 46 parishes and 
missions and eight schools located in the three 
deaneries. Over 200 lay leaders participated.
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