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last w
o
rd

V enturing outdoors by foot or 
by car in the early hours of 
an autumn day brings some 
of us seniors into a world we 
often forget about: the school-

attending world of children. There they are at 
various neighborhood corners, from the very 
young to teens, clustered together or standing 
apart, waiting for their school buses. Often not 
dressed for the weather, they will stand silently, 
some tuned into their own ear music, some into 
their own thoughts. Others will be jostling and 
gesturing.

School these days, we know, means so much more than 
just classes. With each advancing year, there are new subjects 
of study, but also many new opportunities for friendship 
and for a wide variety of challenges beyond the classroom.  
From sports to drama to music, our children and youth 
have the possibility of developing skills and talents they 
perhaps weren’t even aware they had. It is a time of self-
discovery, while also discovering something of the marvel and 
complexity of the world. Their teachers in the faith, whether 
parents or religion instructors or clergy, have the challenge of 
helping them see how this world is also God’s world and that 
God has given us all a special place in it.

Sadly, there are places in today’s world where children are 
grossly neglected. They are left to fend for themselves and 
even to raise one another. If anything can be worse, there are 
countries where children are stolen from their families and 
conscripted into armies, trained to maim and kill, to hate and 
harm those designated by their elders as enemies.

Our teacher and Lord Jesus directs us, young and old, along 
a very different path. When we hear his instruction within the 
Gospels or from the community of apostles and disciples in 
the church, we are led to a world where God is revered and 
neighbors are to be respected. In such a world, God’s children 
are treasured. Their care is a special trust, given by the good 
shepherd himself. By being reliable and faithful witnesses to 
Christ, we lead our children to him. And they, in turn, give us 
their joyful spirit and make us young again.		

 Msgr. Gaspar F. Ancona is a senior priest of the 
Catholic Diocese of Grand Rapids.

To be 
young again

On August 13, Bishop Hurley met with the priests of 
the diocese to familiarize them with the planning process 
and to gather their input.  

Planning sessions for leadership groups in the Big 
Rapids, Northwest Lakeshore and Grand Haven 
deaneries are scheduled to begin in September and 
October. Some of the topics they will discuss include: 

• demographic trends in the parish and community
• �programs that make a Catholic school viable, present 

strengths and weaknesses
• �current parish formation and evangelization programs, 

strengths and weaknesses
• parish facility needs
• parish financial challenges
• �fewer priests and greater demands, workable model to 

address pastoral needs
• �a vision for the parish and region for the next 5 – 10 

years
• �goals and strategies for the plan that are broader than 

an individual parish

Bishop emphasizes that we are not entering the  
“Our Faith, Our Future” planning process with any 
predisposed plan, rather, together, we seek to create 
a new energy and vision that will enable us to look to 
the future with hope and confidence with  a collective 
commitment to build a more vibrant church. 

“Our Faith, Our Future” updates will be provided 
monthly in FAITH Grand Rapids and on the diocesan 
Web site www.dioceseofgrandrapids.org.

n the July edition of FAITH Grand 
Rapids, Bishop Hurley announced 
that beginning this fall the diocese 
is embarking on a planning process 

called “Our Faith, Our Future: A Plan for the 
Diocese of Grand Rapids.” He explained that 
during the next 2-3 years, listening sessions, 
consultations and discussions will take place 
with lay leadership, pastors and school 
principals at the deanery and the diocesan 
levels, and, on occasion, at the local level.
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